LAW FOR EVERYDAY LIVING
° Reading: The Rule of Law

* Compare and Contrast: Criminal and Civil Law

°  Writing Frame: Preparing a Case Summary

Performance Task:

* Begin the activity by researching and selecting a law that has recently been passed or
a bill in process that meets the requirements of the assignment. Student should then
prepare a summary of the actions that initiated the law, or the social norm that did
not violate a law, but evolved to become one that required regulation and penalties.

* The next phase of the case summary should outline the jurisdiction of the law
including whether it is a criminal or civil (or both) offense, as well as an analysis of
the written code and the recommended penalties for offenses.

*  When preparing a case summary, your goal is to reduce the information from the case
into a format that will provide you with a helpful reference in class and for review.
Most importantly, by “briefing” a case, you will grasp the problem the court faced (the
issue): the relevant law the court used to solve it (the rule); how the court applied the
rule to the facts (the application or “analysis”); and the outcome (the conclusion). You
will then be ready to not only discuss the case, but to compare and contrast it to other
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Assessment:

The assessment products for this activity are a complete portfolio containing research,
revised statements and guides, and a professionally formatted legal case summary which
includes the requested information and court decisions. Make sure your final product meets or

exceeds the following assessment criteria as outlined in the rubric provided:
° Accurately describes the case in brief

* Effectively informs the audience how the legislation made its decision and why

° Correctly highlights the elements of jurisdiction for the law

* Refection accurately explains why this particular law is important to individuals and
society and predicts the necessary outcomes

° Contains content that is informative, accurate, and geared toward the appropriate
audience

* |ncludes the correct use of legal terminology in the proper context
Competency 1/Course #682 2



LAW FOR EVERYDAY LIVING

The Structure of Law and the Courts
Culture Shift: Social Norms become Legal Issues

Enduring Understanding: Students will understand that laws and the legal system are
created and continually transformed to meet the collective needs of our society.

Introduction: Social customs may be violated on pain of embarrassment or ostracism.
Someone may choose to ignore social customs, but there are usually negative social or
professional consequences to doing so. However, no legal repercussions follow violating social

customs. Violations of law are different. Violating the law carries penalties, such as liability
or loss of liberty, depending on the type of violation. While we may generally decide whether

or not to conform to social customs, we are compelled to obey the law under threat of
penalty. In this activity, students will identify a new law identifying an action that was once a
social norm but has been determined to require penalties within the legal system. Students
will then evaluate the process by which it was passed, the jurisdiction, the type of law (i.e.,
criminal or civil) and the penalties determined by the bill. As a conclusion, students will
predict a current social norm that they feel may require future legal action and outline its
consequences.

Objectives:

Each student will:

* Demonstrate the ability to make legal statements and support those statements with
legal arguments.

* Describe the role of values in constructing an ethical code and legal system
* List the most common sources of the law
* Determine how courts make law and explain the role of precedent in the legal system

* Differentiate between cases that belong within the jurisdiction of the federal and
state, territory, and province court systems

* Distinguish between civil and criminal law

° Distinguish between a tort and a crime

Resources:
* Handout: Using Legal Resources (FindLaw)
*  Worksheet: How a Bill is Passed into Law

* Note-Taking Guide: Jurisdiction
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