Word Splash Topic:

?

Answer the question above using some or all of these words in boxes, making connections among them. Reference sources that helped you to develop
your answer.

© Hess, K. (2023). Rigor by Design, Not Chance (pp. 64-65).
Permission to use/duplicate only with full citation www.karin-hess.com



http://www.karin-hess.com/

How to use “Word Splash” as a Pre-Mid-Post Formative Assessment

Before beginning a unit of study, select a small number of key words and phrases that will be
important for students to understand by the end of the unit. These concepts or procedures
might be introduced through reading, observing, viewing, discussion, etc. during the unit of
study.

As a pre-assessment: Randomly list key words and phrases in the boxes on the student page
or list them on the board and ask students to fill them in using the empty boxes. Leave at least
one box empty for students to fill in their own terms by the end of the unit. Pose a question at
the bottom of the student page, such as: what do you know right now about (force and
motion)? Or how does an author develop (suspense/theme) in a story?

Give students about 10 minutes to choose and use at least two of the words on the word
splash to write a few sentences - what they already know using their prior knowledge. There is

no need to correct the pre-assessments for accuracy! Teachers might record some of the
sentences they've written without evaluating the content. Teachers might simply say, “you'll
have an opportunity to check your understanding by the end of the week/lesson.”

As a mid-assessment: Use the same keywords and phrases but pose a question that gets at
conceptual understanding or application of the concepts or procedures being studied. This
should not simply be a basic recall question! This question is based on something students
have already covered in the first few lessons of the unit, such as: What are some
misconceptions about (force and motion)? Or what is the relationship between____, and
how does that help you better understand (force and motion, the story, democratic
governments, conducting investigations, etc.)?

As a post assessment: Again, using the same keywords and phrases, ask students to fill in one
or two additional words or phrases from the unit that they'd like to include before they begin
to write. The post-assessment prompt could simply be: what do you know now about this
topic that you didn't know at the beginning of the unit? Be sure to elaborate on your ideas
and provide supporting evidence for any claims you make.

Students can read what they wrote in the pre- and mid-assessments, and consider what was
accurate and what was inaccurate, as a starting point for writing (more than one paragraph).

An alternative - Collaborative word splashes: Small groups complete the pre- mid- and post-
word splashes together. The result is almost always deeper understanding Of the topics when
done collaboratively.
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